
John F. Kennedy took office in a time of rising international tension. The struggle 
of new nations to break from their colonial past set loose chaos across much of the 
globe. The rhetoric and actions of Nikita Khrushchev suggested a new Communist 
boldness and a determination to exploit the prevailing instability. The development 
of new weapons systems added an especially frightful dimension. 

While Kennedy’s inaugural speech is best remembered for the line urging  
Americans to “ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for 
your country,” in that same address the president asked the nations of the world  
to join together to fight what he called the “common enemies of man: tyranny, 
poverty, disease, and war itself.” 

JFK’s Foreign Affairs and International Crises, 1961-1963 takes historians and scholars 
into the JFK Presidential Library to offer documentation of the president’s  
views, statements and actions as compelling and impactful events unfolded around 
the globe.

JFK’s Foreign Affairs and International 
Crises, 1961-1963

This fascinating collection provides rare insight into Kennedy’s 
views and actions during the Bay of Pigs, nuclear weapons 
testing, the international space race and more

•  Date Range: 1958-1964
• Content: 64,126 pages
• Source Library: John F. Kennedy Presidential Library
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Originally microfilmed as JFK and 
Foreign Affairs, 1961-1963, this 
digital collection consists of all three 
sections of the microfilm product.  
These sections include:

Subject File
This series contains files on a variety of subjects  
such as:
• Alliance for Progress 
• Civil defense 
• Foreign aid 
• Hijacking incidents 
• Nuclear weapons 
• Policy planning 
• Space Activities 
• Regional Security File

Regional Security File
This material is divided by geographic region, treaty 
organization or subject including: 
• Latin America 
• Southeast Asia 
• NATO 
• Multilateral Force 
• Departments & Agencies

Departments & Agencies
This series is divided alphabetically by department  
 or agency name:
• Arms Control & Disarmament Agency 
• Defense Department 
• National Security Council 
• State Department 
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